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Purpose of this Session

Obtain a better understanding of Relative Language Proficiency (RLP) which 
compares a student’s English proficiency scores relative to their Spanish proficiency 
scores to gain a better understanding of the full linguistic profile of each student.

In this symposium, we will

• Guide you on how to gather, plot and interpret your identification data to make 
meaningful conclusions regarding students’ language dominance to inform 
instruction;

• Provide you with instructional strategies available to you and your students that 
will promote student English and Spanish language development.
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Defining Relative Language Proficiency

Defining Relative Language Proficiency:

• The degree of bilingualism manifested by individuals who know two languages, that is, the 
relative level of proficiency in each of the languages. 

• A student may know both equally well, in which case we speak of balanced bilingualism.

• Or, the student may exhibit greater control of one over the other, in which case we consider the 
first language to be dominant over the second.

Determining Relative Language Proficiency

• May be determined by examining a student’s LAS Links English and Spanish identification and/or 
progress monitoring results

• May be determined by examining a student’s LAS Links Español and TELPAS English results

• In either case, LEAs have multiple opportunities to make comparisons and make instructional 
decisions based on the data at hand
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Examining and Plotting the Scores

• Start by running reports for both English and Spanish assessments for all students

• Looking at the English and Spanish reports side-by-side, plot where each student 
falls in the matrix
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LAS Links Proficiency Level Definitions

• Available on the Teacher and Parent 
Resources page at 
www.LASLinks.com/Texas
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http://www.laslinks.com/Texas


LAS Links Proficiency Level Definitions
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Relative Language Proficiency Matrix
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Examining and Plotting the Scores

• For both English and Spanish, levels 1-3 are considered limited proficient in the 
language
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Relative Language Proficiency in the Speaking Domain
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Strategy: Scaffolds and Supports
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Image source: “Teaching for Biliteracy.” Teaching For Biliteracy -, https://www.teachingforbiliteracy.com/. 



Strategy: 7 Hip Pocket Tools
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1. 10/2 Discussions

2. “Say it with me” or “Read it with me”

3. Color Coding and Shape Coding 

4. Sketch or Visual

5. Paraphrase

6. ASL, TPR, hand gesture 

7. “Prove it”

Source: Brechtil, M. (2009).  Bringing it all together. Project GLAD. 

(www.ProjectGLAD.com)

http://www.projectglad.com/


10/2
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1. Less than 10 minutes of instruction

2. Students discuss the new material 

Source: Brechtil, M. (2009).  Bringing it all together. Project GLAD. 

(www.ProjectGLAD.com)

http://www.projectglad.com/


"Say it with me." or "Read it with me."
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Students repeat the new 

language acquired with us. 

Source: Brechtil, M. (2009).  Bringing it all together. Project GLAD. 

(www.ProjectGLAD.com)

http://www.projectglad.com/


Color Coding and Shape Coding 
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Use color coding to show 

categories and relationships. 

Source: Brechtil, M. (2009).  Bringing it all together. Project GLAD. 

(www.ProjectGLAD.com)

http://www.projectglad.com/


Sketch or Visual 
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Add a sketch or visual to represent 

an idea. 

Source: Brechtil, M. (2009).  Bringing it all together. Project GLAD. 

(www.ProjectGLAD.com)

http://www.projectglad.com/


Paraphrase
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Students summarize, retell, and 

build understanding by listening 

to each other. 

Source: Brechtil, M. (2009).  Bringing it all together. Project GLAD. 

(www.ProjectGLAD.com)

http://www.projectglad.com/


TPR (Total Physical Response), Hand Gestures 
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We add gestures to visually represent key 

vocabulary and academic language. 

Source: Brechtil, M. (2009).  Bringing it all together. Project GLAD. 

(www.ProjectGLAD.com)

http://www.projectglad.com/


“Prove it!”
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We ask students to talk through their 

thought process of how they arrived 

at their response. 

Source: Brechtil, M. (2009).  Bringing it all together. Project GLAD. 

(www.ProjectGLAD.com)

http://www.projectglad.com/


Strategy: Pictorial Input Chart

Description/Goal of the Strategy:

• Illustrate unit vocabulary and concepts through pictorials.

• Resources for pictorials include textbooks, expository children’s books, website, and teacher 
resource books. 

20Source: Brechtil, M. (2009).  Bringing it all together. Project GLAD. (www.ProjectGLAD.com)

http://www.projectglad.com/


Strategy: Pictorial Input Chart

Steps: 

1. Use an opaque, overhead, or document camera to enlarge the picture and trace 
on butcher paper in light pencil, including vocabulary words and notes. 

2. With students present, trace over the pictorial with markers, providing verbal 
input as you go. Chunk your information in different colors. 

3. Revisit to add word cards and review information. 

4. Create LANGUAGE FUNCTIONAL ENVIRONMENT. 

5. Allow students to color pictorials. 

6. At the end of the unit, make a master to use next year, and then raffle the 
pictorials.
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QSSSA

Pose open-ended Question 

Signal when ready to answer

Teacher provides sentence Stem

Share in partners, small group, etc. 

Assess
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“QSSSA: More than Turn & Talk – Seidlitz Education.” Seidlitz Education, https://www.facebook.com/WordPresscom, 27 

Mar. 2019, https://seidlitzblog.org/2019/03/27/qsssa-more-than-turn-talk/.

https://seidlitzblog.org/2019/03/27/qsssa-more-than-turn-talk/


QSSSA Script and Reasoning 
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(QUESTION) Class, without calling out answers, think 

about this question…

Linked to objectives and lesson goals, to activates prior 

knowledge for Emergent Bilinguals.

(SIGNAL) When you think you have an answer in mind, 

let me know by ____. 

Build in wait time for Emergent Bilinguals to process.

(STEM) When you discuss your answers, I want you to 

respond in this format…

Provides opportunity for students to practice targeted 

academic language.

(SHARE) Turn to your partner and discuss… Increases student talk, chance to compare their 

response with others, and 100% of class practices 

targeted language.

(ANSWER) Using your sentence stems, respond when I 

randomly call on you or write your response. 

Scaffolds for Emergent Bilinguals ensure students are 

prepared to respond.



LAS Links Instructional Strategies 
www.LASLinks.com/Texas on the Parent and Teacher Resources Page
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http://www.laslinks.com/Texas


• Available for download (at no additional cost!) from the Parent and Teacher Resources

• Teaching activities and strategies designed for preK and Kindergarten classrooms

• Strategies promote oral language (39 strategies) and pre-literacy growth (40 strategies)
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preLAS Instructional Strategies 
www.LASLinks.com/Texas on the Parent and Teacher Resources Page

http://www.laslinks.com/Texas


Relative Language Proficiency
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Thank you!
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