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Training Agenda

v" Training Part 1: Identifying and Gathering LAS Links Paper Test Materials

v" Training Part 2: Administering the Test Including Holistic Scoring

v" Training Part 3: Packing and Shipping Materials to DRC for Scoring




D
Important Differences between Paper Testing and Online Testing

Students can only take the paper test if they have an approved accommodation

Students will take paper form E in 2025, not form F
Students’ personal information comes from the bubbled answer document, not PSIS
Test Administrators must score the Speaking test

Test Administrators must transcribe students’ responses in large print and braille tests

L A T o o

Test Administrators must pack and ship answer documents to DRC by the published
deadline for scoring


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are Important Differences between Paper Testing and Online Testing
Students can only take the paper test if they have an approved accommodation
Students will take paper form E in 2025, not form F
Students’ personal information comes from the bubbled answer document, not PSIS
Test Administrators must score the Speaking test
Test Administrators must transcribe students’ responses in large print and braille tests
Test Administrators must pack and ship answer documents to DRC by the published deadline for scoring
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Training part 1: LAS Links pre-test activities - Identifying and Gathering the Appropriate LAS Links Test Materials



Eligibility for Accommodated /Paper Test Form E

®

Paper testing is only allowable for:
* Students identified as EL/ML with an IEP or Section 504 Plan and a required paper
accommodation in CT-SEDS
e Students educated out of state
e Students enrolled in APSEPs without access to online testing

Format Options include:
e Regular print
o ASL - order regular print to obtain Listening transcript in Examiner's Guide.
* Large print
o Transcribe responses into standard student answer book prior to return.
* Braille
o Transcribe responses into standard student answer book prior to return.

Order Window: November 8, 2024 - February 7, 2025

Last day to ship answer documents back to DRC for scoring — February 28, 2025



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Again, in 2025, students who take a paper form will test with form E.  Here are eligibility rules:
Paper testing is only allowable for:
Students identified as EL/ML with an IEP or Section 504 Plan and a required paper accommodation in CT-SEDS 
Students educated out of state
Students enrolled in APSEPs without access to online testing

Format Options include:
Regular print
ASL – order regular print to obtain Listening transcript in Examiner's Guide.
Large print 
Transcribe responses into standard student answer book prior to return.
Braille 
Transcribe responses into standard student answer book prior to return.

Order Window: November 8, 2024 – February 7, 2025

Last day to ship answer documents back to DRC for scoring – February 28, 2025



Accommodated /Paper Materials Order Form — Form E

®
Connecticut 2025 LAS Links
ﬁ Accommodated/Paper Materials Order Form DRC
CSDE Order Window - November 8, 2024 - February 7, 2025 e Order Form—-FormE
Orders received by December 13, 2024, will arrive in district by Jonuary 3, 2025,
Orders received after December 20, 2024, will arrive in district after January 10, 2025,
Enter your District Facility Code in the District Code® box to
auto-populate the District and ELAC information ° Expect materials to arrive se pa rate|y
*(Click on District Code link to lookug)

Shipping and District Information
Name [ELAC Receiver): Title: | EL Assessment Coordinator M M M
DSt Coe: Shipping Address”. * Test Coordinator Kit Materials for the return of
District Name: |

prone. | [ | i | completed tests are shipped from DRC Maple

Email Address: | State: |ﬂ| Zip Code:
Order DatE'l 9/11/24 | *If your address is incorrect please contact your Contacts G rove IVI N Offi Ce
) Manager Writer 4

SECTION I: DISTRICT ENROLLMENTS

The 2025 LAS Links paper form will ONLY be provided for the following English learners/multilingual learners:
* Students entered into the Public School Information System (PS1S) who have an active Individualized

Education Program (IEF) or Section 504 plan indicating a need for a paper test form, a braille form, or d Test Mate rlals are Shlpped from DRC BrOOklyn
a large print form due to a disability.

*  Students entered in PSIS who are being educated out of state. k ff'

+  Students enrolled in Approved Private Special Education Programs [APSEPs) without access to the Pa r ) IVI N O Ice

online LAS Links testing platform.
MNOTE: The need to test via paper/pencil will be monitored closely by CSDE.

Enrollment by Grade

“FPLEASE INHCATE FHE TOTAL NMUNEBER GF STLRENTS FESTING WITH FPAPER WiITHW YOLUR IS TRICT
il e el AP WAl Y * If you have left-over Form E test booklets from
r
Paper/Pencil
last year, place an order anyway and return all
SECTION II: Paper TEST MATERIALS
Base your order request on the number of individual students who will be assessed with the paper form. H 1
e o o __ materials at the end of the test window
(403105 |Grades K-1, LAS Links Form E Student Answer Booklet 10/pkg,
CE405001 | Grades K-1, LAS Links Form E Examiner's Guide Each
(403601 |Grades K-1, LAS Links Form E Cue Picture Book Each



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can find the Accommodated/Paper Materials Order Form for Form E on the DRC CSDE website. If you have left-over Form E test booklets from last year, place an order anyway and return all materials at the end of the test window.


https://laslinks.com/OrderForm/2025_Connecticut_LAS_Links_Accommodated_Paper_Materials_Form_E.xlsx

Test Materials

Grades K—3 Grades 4 —-12
Cue Picture Books Student Content Books

LAS Links® Third Edition

Student Content Book

Cue Picture Book

Grades K—12
Student Answer Books

S Links® Third Edition

Form G

tudent Answer Book

Grades
K-1

LAS Links® Third Edition

Form G 1 SERIAL# ®
2 - Grades
2:3

Student Answer Book k SERIALH F

r SERIAL# F

nt Answer Book

de label here if
cored.

ATTENTION:

Affixa

bar-code

document is to be s

LAS Links® Third Edition

Form G

LAS Links® Third Edition

Form G

Student Answer Book

U592030BLANK-~

ATTENTION:

SERIALH# ®

Student Answer Book

) s

L] SERIAL# F

F  592030-11825050014

Affixa bar-code label here if

document is to be scored.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are pictures of the materials for Form E.


Materials Needed for Testing

®

Grade Span Student Materials Teacher Materials

K-1 Student Answer Book Cue Picture Book, Listening Audio Files
Examiner’s Guide

2-3 Student Answer Book Cue Picture Book, Listening Audio Files
Examiner’s Guide

4-5 Student Content Book | Listening Audio Files
Student Answer Book Examiner’s Guide

6-8 Student Content Book | Listening Audio Files
Student Answer Book Examiner’s Guide

9-12 Student Content Book | Listening Audio Files
Student Answer Book Examiner’s Guide



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is a list of materials needed by grade span.  You will be using a cue picture book for students in Grades K-3. Note that students in Grades 4-12 will need two books on their desk: the Student Content Book and the Student Answer Book. You will need a computer to download the Listening Audio files.


Test Materials — Large Print and Braille @

Braille and Large-Print Accommodations

Braille: A raised-dot code that individuals read with the fingertips. Graphic material (e.g., maps, charts,
graphs, diagrams, and illustrations) is presented in a raised format (paper, thermoform, or refreshable
braille).

Recommendations for braille use: Students who are blind or have low vision may read text via braille.

Large-print test booklet: A large-print form of the test that is provided to the student with a visual
impairment. The font size for the large-print form is 18/20 points on paper sized 11 x 17.

Recommendations for large print use: Students with visual impairments who may not be able to use
zoom or magnifying devices to access the test may need a large-print version of the form.

For students taking the braille or large print accommodated paper test form, the responses
must be transcribed to the student answer book (the same answer book used by non-braille
or large-print users).



Administering LAS Links,

Including Holistic Scoring



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Training part 2: Administering LAS Links, Including Holistic Scoring



Estimated Testing Time

®

Subtest Area Administration Estimated Time

One-to-One Testing

Speaking 15 minutes — all Grades
(paper only)

: : : 35 minutes — Grades K, 1, 6-8, and 9-12
Listening Group Testing 30 minutes — Grades 2-3, 4-5
Readin Group Testin 40 minutes — Grades K, 1, 2-3, and 4-5

& P & 50 minutes — Grades 6-8 and 9-12

Writing Erous Tesiine 30 minutes — Grades K, 1

40 minutes — Grades 2-12


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The LAS Links assessment is not a timed test. DRC generally recommends that you do not exceed the estimated time of the test by giving the student(s) too much time to respond.  However, all students testing on paper in CT have accommodations and may need more time.

The following are approximate and only include student testing time. The LAS Links Speaking subtest takes approximately 15 minutes to administer.  When testing with the paper version of the test, this section is administered individually for each student. The teacher scores the speaking test as the student is speaking.
Listening takes approximately 30-35 minutes and can be group administered and/or individually administered.
Reading takes approximately 40-50 minutes and can be group administered and/or individually administered.
Writing takes approximately 30-40 minutes and can be group administered and/or individually administered.



Test Administration Summary

®

Subtest Area Administration Item Types “

: One-to-One Testing Constructed Rubric scoring while
Speaking :
(paper only) Response testing student
Listening Group Testing Multiple Choice DRC Scoring
Reading Group Testing Multiple Choice DRC Scoring
Multiple Choice .
Writing Group Testing Constructed DRC Scoring

Response


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note that the Speaking subtest is administered one-on-one and that you will need to score this subtest while testing the student.  You may also record the student’s responses and score at a later time.  Either way, transcripts of student responses are not accepted by DRC.  The administrator MUST mark the student’s responses in the Student Answer Book in the Speaking section. 

For the Listening, Reading, and Writing subtest, the student will mark their own answers in the Student Answer Book.  The responses will be scored by DRC after you return the Student Answer Books to DRC for scanning.



Student Answer Book

®
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s review the Grade 4-5 Student Answer Booklet as an example for this training.  On the answer document, make sure to write and bubble the student’s name, ID, DOB, gender, and grade. All the data elements in red rectangle are required for accurate reporting.  This information will be scanned at DRC and will show on the student’s proficiency report as bubbled.  Bubble Special Education and Accommodations as appropriate.  Again, only the bubbled information will appear on the report, not the PSIS data.  Make sure to mark all required data elements.

Please note that box 9 (invalidation) and box 14 (do not score) are not to be used unless approved by CSDE.


Testing with Accommodations

@

12| 2ACCOMMODATIONS
(Malk all that apply)

5 L RD
0000 Bl Please follow CSDE

Large Print . .
Manipulating Test guidelines for

Materials )
Read Aloud accommodations

Scribe .

Sign Language
Other

OO0

L)
00

*Important Notes*
Do NOT translate the assessment
 Always use a standard Student Answer Book
* Do NOT transcribe answers from student paper answer book into the online system
DO transcribe students’ answers for large print and braille into a standard Student
Answer Book
*  Schedule pick-up to return all Student Answer Books to DRC by February 28, 2025


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please follow CSDE guidelines.  Paper testing is only allowable for students with approved accommodations. Mark the appropriate accommodations on the Student Answer Book.
Do NOT translate the assessment
Always use a standard Student Answer Book 
Do NOT transcribe answers from student paper answer book into the online system
DO transcribe students’ answers for Large Print and Braille into a standard Student Answer Book
Schedule pick-up to return all students answer books to DRC by February 28, 2025



LAS Links Examiner’s Guide

15



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The LAS Links Examiner’s Guide will give you directions on how to test students, use the testing materials, and score the Speaking subtest.  Please read the instructions carefully.  Remember that in paper testing, while the other subtests will be scored by DRC, you must score the Speaking subtest as you administer it one-on-one with each student.  The scoring rubrics are included in the Examiner’s Guide and are also available on the Student Answer Book.  Please familiarize yourself with scoring rubrics before administering the Speaking subtest.



Speaking Test Administration

LAS Links® Third Edition
Form

Grades K-3, examiners will use the Cue
Picture Books for student picture
prompts

Grades 4-12, student picture
prompts are found in the Student
Content Book

Speaking Grades

Examiners score the test using the
answer document

Student Content Book -



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Grades K-3, examiners will use the Cue Picture Books for student picture prompts
Grades 4-12, student picture  prompts are found in the Student Content Book
Examiners score the test using the answer document



Speaking - Rubric Scoring

®

Test Administrator will mark
all responses for Speaking in
the Student Answer Book

Speaking Rubrics are
found right in the
Student Answer Book

Sample responses and
explanations are found in
Appendix A in the Examiner’s
Guide

SPEAKING  Bresent and Explain Information

Scoring Rubric for Describe and Request Information and Present and Explain Information

Score 0 | Response displays some or all of these features:
* No response in English
* Response only in a language other than English
* Response does not relate to the prompt, including “I don’t know”
Score 1 | The intended meaning is unclear, likely requiring a request for clarification from the listener.
Response displays some or all of these features:
* Response relates to the prompt but does not clearly express or describe most of the
required major information; if a text prompt is given, a single-word response may not be
a repetition from the prompt
Response lacks sentence structure and contains numerous errors in grammar
Word choice is limited or incorrect
Score 2 | The intended meaning is somewhat clear. A comprehension-check question might be
necessary to verify the meaning. Response displays some or all of these features:
* Response does not clearly express or describe some of the required major
information
* Response has satisfactory sentence structure but contains some serious errors in
grammar
* Response includes some vocabulary appropriate to the topic; meaning may be
hampered by a lack of correct word choice
Score 3 | Meaning is understood without need for clarification from the listener. Response displays

some or all of these features:

¢ Response clearly expresses or describes most of the required major information

¢ Response has satisfactory sentence structure and may contain minor errors in grammar,
such as omission of a function word (e.g., preposition or article); a false start or self-
correction is permissible

* Response includes precise and correct vocabulary for the test task; content-specific
vocabulary is used where applicable, and response is clear without redundant, indirect, or
evasive language



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Speaking subtest is administered one-on-one.  You, as the test administrator, will be marking responses into the Student Answer Book. You can find the rubrics right in the Student Answer Book. See Appendix A in the Examiner’s Guide for complete instructions and sample responses. Use the rubrics to score the student’s responses as the student is testing or record the student’s answers to score later.


Listening /Reading /Writing - Student Answer Documents Grades K-12

®

In the Listening/Reading/Writing subtests, students will mark their answers in their individual Student
Answer Book.

LAS Links® Third Edition

Form G

LAS Links® Third Edition

Form o

LAS Links® Third Edition

Form G

cored.

08¢ Oz:

=4 Eat

Z52 zis

wis g a Student Answer Book - r Wi
Es E Student Answer Book it Student Answer Book

£3 £3

&® Grades .
K-1 = S—

L — Ld SERIAL# = L PR

Ld SERIALE ® L SERIAL# K
LAS Links® Third Edition LAS Links® Third Edition

Form o

cored.

Form G

'3
o2,
24e
wés
Student Answer Book E"E é Student Answer Book
Grades b
2-3

L] SERIAL# F ¥k 592030-11825050014 SERIAL# W



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the Listening/Reading/Writing subtests, students will mark their answers in their individual Student Answer Book.



Student Content Books — Grades 4-12

For Grades 4-12, each student will also need their own Student Content Book during testing.

LAS Links® Third Edition
Form

Student Content Book -



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For Grades 4-12, each student will also need their own Student Content Book during testing.  



Audio Files for the Listening Subtest

®

Pull the audio files to play the prompts from the DRC INSIGHT portal in General Information>>Documents

DRCANSIGHT LASLINKS ~ MYAPPLICATIONS ~ Show Documents

PARTICIPANT PREPARATION POST-TEST ACTIONS ORDERING =
- @@ - - Drag & colur

Student Management Student Management Ordering Home Documents

Student Group |Management SCORING AND REPORTING OTHER LINKS

Test Administrator Management _— _— All Administrations t:;mm Audio Files  preLAS (all), LAS Links Form A, LAS Links Espanal Form A 911/2023

Educator Scoring Professional Learning

eranseemert Report Delivery License Dashboard e msr::sm ) I Ao fori= Rt & I e l_i&|

TEST PREPARATION Interactive Reports LAS Links pestestelt -HErTgT-sL:m English (Word Version) 7/30/2020 EE|

RetMEneeERery GENERAL INFORMATION

TEST ADMINISTRATION
General Information

pestienorne TECHNOLOGY SETUP

Central Office Services

DRCINSIGHT™ LASLINKS ~ GENERAL INFORMATION ~

Documents

Announcements Downloads Online Training

Documents
# Instructions
LAS Links Form E
Administration Document Type ERABES R A
- udio riles
LAS Links T — R
——————— GRADES 2-3 Auvdio Files
Assessment Resources Passcode:
Digital Libraries l GRADES 4-5 Audio Files
Drag a column header here to group by that colum 1ach Bylleting Passcode:

Tech Manuals and Guides y yi GRADES 6-8 Audio Files
Passcode:

GRADES 9-12 Audio Files
Passcode:

Administration 4 Document Type & Title .
L Tech Readiness

Tools and Checklists



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For the listening subtest, it is highly recommended that the audio files be used during testing to ensure consistency of pacing and delivery.

To find the audio files, log in to the DRC INSIGHT portal, go to My Applications, General Information. Select Assessment Resources in the Document Type drop down and click Show Documents. Find Audio files for Form E and open the file by clicking the Acrobat icon. You will then be able open the audio files for the grade band you are testing. We recommend that you save the audio files for Form E PDF to your computer, so you do not have to download the audio files each time you test.

Play the audio files according to the Listening specific directions in the Examiner’s Guide to administer the Listening subtest.  

For students who are deaf or hard of hearing, an ASL interpreter will sign the audio script that is included in the Examiner's Guide instead of playing the audio files.

Finally, note that Braille audio files can be found in the same folder and are needed for all subtests: speaking, listening, reading and writing.



Student Answers

ANSWER SHEET
LISTENING LISTENING
Listen for Listen for
Students in Grades K_3 ma r‘k their Information Academic Instruction
d. I . h . d b k Practice A @ ® © PracticeB @® ® ©
answers Irecty In thelr student books 5o 5 oo
(no transfer). 2. ®6 0O 6. ® 6 ©
3. ® ® © 17. ® @ ©
Practice A o R Students in Grades 4-12
5, ® ® © 19. ® @ © . .
- mark their answers in
6. ® ® © 20. I@ ® © .
s e e their Student Answer
8. ®® 06 Books.
9. ® ® ©
10. @ @ ©
11. ® @ ©
12. ® @ ©
13. ® ®@ ©
14. ® @® ©



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are some examples of answer books for the Listening test. For Grades K–3, students mark their answers directly under the answer choices in their Student Answer Books, so there is no transfer for them as they take the test.  For Grades 4-12, students look in their Student Content Books for the answer choices and mark their answers in their Student Answer Books.

For Reading and Writing, students will mark their answers in the Student Answer Books as well.  

Listening, Reading and Writing will be scored by DRC.


Packing and Shipping:
Returning Student
Documents to DRC for
Scoring



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Training Part 3: Packing and Shipping - Returning Student Documents to DRC for Scoring�



D
Student Answer Book Quality Checks @

Make sure to check the following before shipping materials to DRC for scoring:

AN

District/school label is affixed on front page of student answer book

v’ Student-ldentifying Information is complete

v Applicable fields (Special Ed, Accommodations, Special Codes) are filled according to CSDE
guidelines

v’ Items on the Speaking test have been scored and circles are filled in

v' Circles that students intended to mark are filled in completely

v’ Stray pencil marks are completely erased

v' Accommodated braille and large print responses are transferred to standard student answer

book


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Quality checks ensure that Student Answer Books can be processed by scanners in an automated fashion.  Answer books that have quality issues may not be scored in time for statewide reporting.



Accommodated /Paper Test Form Return Procedures @

Follow directions in the Test Administration Manual to pack materials:
» Affix District/School label on all answer books

* Place student answer books in shipping box
e Attach DRC School Identification Label

e Attach a UPS Pre-Paid Return Shipping Label
* Include unused secure materials

Deadline for pick-up is February 28, 2025
e Call UPS at 1-866-857-1501 to arrange for the pickup of test documents
* Specify that you are using pre-paid UPS Ground Return Labels


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Make sure that you schedule a UPS pick-up of materials before February 28, 2025.  Students whose answer books are not shipped by the deadline may not receive scores in time for statewide reporting.

http://laslinks.com/PDFs/LAS_Links_TAM.pdf

Connecticut DRC LAS Links Website

®

Bookmark https://laslinks.com/connecticut-information/
 The Connecticut DRC LAS Links Website includes CT specific LAS Links information on test
administration, training, technology, scoring, and reporting

Connecticut DRC LAS Links Website

CONNECTMOUT STATE
ENE PR Rl O WU AT WL

Overview

The Conpecticut State Department of Education (CSDE] will be wsing the LAS Links Assessment for the ELP Assessments for eligible students in Grades K-12 for the 2024-
25 test administration. The C5DE believes that high-quality, comprehensive, and effective English as a Second Language (ESL) and bilingual education programes are
estential 1o acquire Englsh language proficieEncy and scademic proboency for students who are English kearrsers imultilngual learmers (ELs/MLsk The CSOE believes that
research-based instructional practices that support ELs/MLs in general education classrooms are essential while they are acquiring Emnglish and well after they have exited

the infensie programs.

2024-25 LAS Links Testing Window Januwary 2-March 7, 2025



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Everything we covered in this training can be found on the Connecticut DRC LAS Links web site. Bookmark this web site! It is specific to CT and contains valuable information for all ELACs and technology contacts regarding reference materials, training, and communication reminders. 


https://laslinks.com/connecticut-information/

CSDE Contact Information

®

Michael Sabados

Education Consultant

Performance Office

860.713.6856 or Michael.Sabados@ct.gov
Cristi Alberino

Education Consultant

Performance Office

860.713.6862 or Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
Katie Seifert

Associate Education Consultant, Special Populations

Performance Office

860.713.6722 or Katherine.Seifert@ct.gov

Megan Alubicki-Flick
English Learner Consultant

Turnaround Office
860.713.6786 or Megan.Alubicki@ct.gov



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is contact information for our team at the CSDE. They are always available to answer questions!


mailto:Michael.Sabados@ct.gov
mailto:Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
mailto:Katherine.Seifert@ct.gov
mailto:Megan.Alubicki@ct.gov

DRC Support

LAS Links Help Desk
866.282.2250 Option 2 (9:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. EDT)
or LASLinksHelpDesk@datarecognitioncorp.com

LAS Links Project Manager
Franklin Brown

855.839.1181 Option 2
LASLinksPM@datarecognitioncorp.com



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are always available to help! DRC can be contacted using the LAS Links Help Desk phone number or email address.


mailto:LASLinksHelpDesk@datarecognitioncorp.com
mailto:LASLinksPM@datarecognitioncorp.com
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