
Generating, Interpreting, and Examining 
the LAS Links Interactive Reports

1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to LAS Links Interactive Reports Training.  In this session, we will go over generating, interpreting, and examining the LAS Links Interactive Reports.




Agenda

• Training Part 1: Understanding the Data

• Training Part 2: Accessing, Interpreting and Examining the Student Results

• Training Part 3: Examining the Summary Results

• Training Part 4: Examining the Longitudinal Results

• Resources and Support
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is our agenda for today's session. There are 4 parts in our training. 

Part 1 - Understanding the data.  We are going to dive into the data that is included in reports and what it means

Then we are going to look at Part 2 accessing, interpreting, and examining the student results.  I know that test results are what most of you are very interested in.

Part 3 – examining the summary results.  This part will be most targeted toward district or school users who want to see aggregate data.

Part 4 – examining longitudinal results.  With these reports, you will be able to compare this year’s results with last year’s test results.

Finally, we will cover resources and support at the end.





Training Part 1:
Understanding the Data
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 1 - Understanding the data.  



LAS Links Score Types

All 4 domains provide:
• Number correct
• Scale Scores
• Proficiency Levels

Composite Scores include:
• Oral (Speaking + Listening): Scale Scores, Proficiency Levels
• Literacy (Reading + Writing): Scale Scores, Proficiency Levels
• Productive (Speaking + Writing): Scale Scores, Proficiency Levels
• Comprehension (Listening + Reading): Scale Scores, Proficiency Levels
• Overall (Speaking + Listening + Reading + Writing) Scale Scores, Proficiency 

Levels
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s take a look at the data that you are going to be able to see on all of your LAS Links reports. So, you know your students took the 4 domains – Speaking, Listening, Reading, and Writing. On your reports you are going to see different score types: number correct, scale scores, and proficiency levels. 

In addition, you will see Composite scores. Because your students took the 4 domains, all the composite scores listed here will be available on the reports.

First, you're going to see an Oral Composite score, which is a combination of Speaking and Listening. For this composite score you will see a scale score and proficiency levels. 

Then you're going to see a Literacy Composite score that's combination of Reading and Writing.

And then you're going to see Productive, which is a combination of Speaking and Writing.

Comprehension is a combination of Listening and Reading.

And finally, your Overall which is the combination of all of your 4 subtests: Speaking, Listening, Reading, and Writing.  Again, for the Overall you're going to see scale score and proficiency levels.

As you know, Connecticut has exit criteria out of the EL programs. You're going to need to have an overall level of proficiency or 4 and also a proficiency level of 4 on Reading and a proficiency level of 4 on Writing.




LAS Links Data Point Definitions

• Scale Scores (SS) = equal interval unit of measurement
• Important to determine where in the scale a student performs
• Is the most accurate data point to use to monitor student growth

• LAS Links provides 5 proficiency levels across all domains and composites:
• Level 1: Beginning
• Level 2: Early Intermediate
• Level 3: Intermediate
• Level 4: Proficient
• Level 5: Above Proficient

• The LAS Links Proficiency Level Descriptors allow all stakeholders to know what the 
students can do and what they need to be able to do to move to the next level.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Alright so let's look at your definitions.  Scale score is an equal interval unit of measurement.  Scale score is really the most important measure that you're going to be looking at in your reports. Scale scores are obtained by statistically adjusting and converting raw scores onto a common scale across different forms.  This means that you can compare scale scores between Form E and Form F in the same domain. 

You're going to be able to see how the students perform with the scale score. And it's the most accurate data point to use to monitor student growth.  The CT EL/ML Growth model is not covered in this presentation but there is a link to a video on the growth model at the end of the presentation.

So, you wouldn't necessarily expect a student to move from a performance Level 1, let's say last year to a performance Level 2 this year. This is not how student progress is being measured on LAS Links, but you are going to see scale score going up and that's how you're going to see the growth of the student.

There are 5 different proficiency levels in LAS Links.  Level 1 is considered beginning, a Level 2 is early intermediate, a Level 3 is intermediate, and then Level 4 is proficient, and Level 5 is above proficient. 

A student with a level of proficiency, Levels 1, 2, or 3, is going to be considered limited proficient and a student with the proficiency Level of 4 or 5 is going to be considered proficient. 

LAS Links Proficiency Levels Descriptors allow you to know not only what the students can do, but also allow you to see where they're going, and what they need to be able to do to get to the next level.
�



LAS Links Overall Proficiency Level Definitions

Examine the PLDs and 
highlight/underline key words and 
phrases for each level within each 
domain.
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Presentation Notes
So, let's take a look at our Proficiency Level Descriptor definitions. It’s important for you to read those proficiency level definitions very carefully.

On the first page, you can see Overall Proficiency Level Definition.

And then you're going to see Proficiency Level Definitions for each grade and each domain.  So, let’s scroll down just to show you you're going to see kindergarten Reading, Writing, and then Speaking and Listening.  For every performance level, you will see what the students are able to do in each of the 4 subtests. You have a different description for each grade from K through 12. This is very helpful when you are wondering for example, for a level one student? What are they able to do in Reading? What are they able to do in Writing?  And Listening and Speaking and so on, and so forth for each grade.  

So, pay attention to those performance level definitions.  Now, let's go back to the top to the Overall Proficiency Level to understand: What does it mean when let's say a student is a Level 2 Early Intermediate? OK, so let's look at this: Level 2 students are developing the ability to communicate in English in social school and academic context.

Errors frequently impede basic communication and comprehension.

So, this is a very important part.  Errors frequently impede basic communication and comprehension.

All right, if I were you, I would use a highlighter on this and just highlight ‘errors impede basic communication’ that really tells you what the Level 2 is.  And if you compare that to a Level 3 student, Intermediate: Level 3 students communicate in English across the range of grade-level appropriate language demands in social school and academic context.

However, errors interfere with their communication and comprehension.

So that would be another sentence to highlight, ‘errors interfere with communication’ as opposed to ‘errors frequently impede basic communication’.  Errors interfere with communication is for a Level 3 student. 

So, if you have an intermediate student, this can tell you what this student needs to do to achieve the next level of performance.

So let me go back to my presentation here.





Training Part 2:
Accessing, Interpreting and Examining the Student Results
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Yes, OK, so next we're going to go to accessing and interpreting and examining the student results so you're going to go into INSIGHT.




Accessing the Reports

1. Log into your INSIGHT account 
at www.drcedirect.com

2. Click on My Applications

3. Click on Interactive Reports
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Yes, OK, so next we're going to go to accessing and interpreting and examining the student results so you're going to go into INSIGHT.

You probably have this bookmark WWW.DRCedirect.com.  You're going to click on my applications and you're going to click on Interactive Reports under Scoring and Reporting.


http://www.drcedirect.com/


Required Permissions

If you do not have access to Interactive Reports, please contact your ELAC so they 
add appropriate permissions for you in DRC INSIGHT>User Management 
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User Role Assigned Permissions

District DRC IRS – Access
DRC IRS – District
DRC IRS – School
DRC IRS - Teacher

School DRC IRS – Access
DRC IRS – School
DRC IRS - Teacher

Test Administrator DRC IRS – Access
DRC IRS - Teacher

+ Assigned Student Group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In order to have access to Interactive Reports, you will need assigned permissions depending on your user role. If you are district user, you're going to need to have these 4 permissions assigned to you as a user. If you work at the school level, you'll need these 3 permissions assigned to you.

And if your test administrator of a teacher, you'll need these 2 permissions AND you’re going to need to be assigned to a Student Group or class.  This Student Group assignment is optional in CT, so most teachers do not have a student group or class assigned.  As a teacher, you have 2 options.

You can see your student scores in On-Demand reports
You can go to your school user and ask them to print the student proficiency or home reports for you

So, if you are a district or school user and you do not have access when you click on interactive report or you do not see interactive report listed in your menu, contact your ELAC so that you are permissions can be added.




Reports Menu
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Summary Results Student Results Batch Download Quick Links

• Summary of Skill 
Areas

• Summary of 
Strands

• Cohort 
Comparison

• Matched 
Comparison

• Item Summary

• Student Roster

• Longitudinal 
Roster

• Reading 
Links/Lexile Roster

• Item Roster

• Student 
Proficiency Report

• Student 
Dashboard Report

• Home Report

• Reading 
Links/Lexile Report

• Interpreting the 
RGA

• Proficiency Level 
Descriptors

• Item Maps

• Growth Study

• Lexile Information

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you have access, then this is the menu you are going to see when you click on Interactive Reports. You're going to see this dashboard here is going to be sort of highlighted with the blue line underneath it and you're going to see these 3 options. Summary results, student results, batch download.  The last option is quick links, which is just reference information. 

Batch download reports are available.  So, you have access to student proficiency reports and home reports. Student and summary Results are also available. Those are your aggregations and rosters, and we will go over them in a little bit.




Batch Download Reports

Provides individual 
Student Proficiency 
and Home Reports.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Click on batch download and you're going to select a report, so you have 4 options here:

Student proficiency report in English
Home report in English
Student proficiency report in Spanish
Home report in Spanish

So even though you tested in English in CT, it is possible for you to print the report in Spanish if that is Something that you would like to share with the families.  Also, remember that there are other language translations on the DRC CT LAS Links website.  I will show you where to find them at the end. 




Batch Download Reports

1. Click on the dropdown arrow and choose 
either Student Proficiency Report or Home 
Report

2. Click on the School box to choose the 
school

3. Click on Exam to choose the form of the 
test taken by the students

4. Click on Assessment Date to choose the 
testing event you for which you are running 
reports

5. Click on Grade to choose the grade

6. Classes will appear if classes had been set 
up ahead of testing.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Select your report. We're going to do it live in a minute. Click on student proficiency report or home report, then click on school. If you only work in one school, you only have that one option.

Select an exam date.  At the top of the list, select this year’s administration, the January date that was the first day of your test window. Select that and then pick the grade.

If you set up classes at the beginning of the test administration, you will see classes. Most of you probably didn't do that. If you do not have classes and you are a Test Administrator user (meaning a teacher), you will not be able to see data. 




Batch Download Reports

• “Display Students” provides you a list of students at the bottom of the screen to 
choose from

• “Download Students” provides you with file containing pdfs of all Students’ 
Reports
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You may also download 
each Student Report 

individually.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For district and school users, you have a choice between display students or download students.

If you choose display students, you will see a list of students and you can click this little cloud here. And download your student report one by one.

If you click download students, you will generate a gigantic PDF with all of your students back-to-back.

OK so let's go into INSIGHT.

And let's see it live. So, I'm going to sign in, and go to My Applications.  I'm going to go to Interactive Reports. I'm going to select Batch Download and then I'm going to select Student Proficiency Report in English, then school.

For students who transferred, this will be the school that the student attended at the end of the testing window. 

These are Individual Student Reports and you're going to have to download them by school and by grade.




Student Proficiency Report
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Shows Scale Score and 
Proficiency Level for each 
domain and composite score 
as well as where “in the level” 
the student is performing

Proficiency Level Definitions 
provide stakeholders with 
information about each level

Indicates Overall Proficiency 
Level

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the first page of your student report and then then we'll look at the back page in a minute.  �So, the Student Proficiency Report looks like this.

The student’s name is at the top, then below the student ID, birthday, gender, grade and school and district. Then date the test was taken and the form. So, this was a high school student who took Level 9-12.

The first grid is showing the Overall Proficiency Level. So, we see a check mark under Level 3. This is an intermediate-level student.  Just below this grid, there is a short definition for each proficiency level.

Then we have the detailed student results.  This student is a Level 3 intermediate. But you're going to see that this is student’s performance within this performance level.  See that dot, it’s like to the right of this Level 3 intermediate level, so this student, is actually overall very, very close to being a Level 4.  This is helpful information, and you would design instruction for this student differently than if this was a student Level 3 intermediate, but at the very beginning of the intermediate level.

Below that you're going to see all the details about the different subtests the student took.  This data helps understand the strengths and weaknesses of the students. So, for example, this student is proficient in Listening and really in the middle of that proficiency range, so doing very well in Listening. In Speaking, this student is Level 3 intermediate sort of like halfway through.  In Reading, this student is very low in the intermediate level. In Writing, the student is also proficient at the very beginning of proficient level. So Reading is where the student needs the most help. 

Below you can see all your composite scores.




LAS Links Domain Proficiency Level Definitions

• Run the Batch Download 
Reports.  Using your PLD 
handouts, plot a few 
students within their 
appropriate PL.

• What are some trends 
you are finding among 
your students?

• What are some 
appropriate and 
targeted lessons you can 
implement based on these 
trends?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, this is where you can go back to your Proficiency Level Definitions. We put some margins in here on those documents where if you wanted to group your students by levels.  You have room here to write them out and see what some trends among your students are. Sometimes you may have a classroom where you have a group of very beginners who would be in a Level 1 and then you have some a group of students who are intermediate. So, you might see where they are, and how you might address two different groups and then decide on the next steps. What are some appropriate and targeted lessons that you can implement based on these trends?




Student Proficiency Report
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Provides Lexile levels and 
suggested Reading titles

Provides specific academic 
language strand scores, 
allowing teachers to pinpoint 
areas of need and focus

New RGA available for 
Form E/F

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All right, so let's look at the back of the report.

This is where we find the academic report and we are going to really look at academic language for our different sub tests Speaking, Listening, Reading, and Writing.   

First, we breakdown the social, intercultural, and instructional communication, which is the language used in the classroom, on the playground, in the hallway, and at the cafeteria.

Then everything below that is academic language.  Foundational skills are for younger students.  Otherwise, for all students, academic language is broken down into language arts, social studies, and history.  Then, mathematics, science, and technical subjects.

For each of these strands, you’re going to see the number of points obtained and the number of points possible. In this example, this student obtained 7 points out of 11 possible in language arts, social studies, in history, and in Speaking.

However, she only obtained a 3 points out of 10 possible in mathematics, science, and technical subjects. So, there's an area of improvement in the mathematics science and technical subject. Vocabulary in this area is probably not as strong for Speaking.  This reports really helps you identify areas of focus. 

There is a new RGA available for Form E/F.  If a student achieved a score at RGA or higher, a black triangle will show in the RGA column.

And then finally the very last part is your Reading Links.  Each student gets an independent Lexile score for Reading. This score is in partnership with MetaMetrics.

And so, this student here has a score of 675 L, and she has a range of 590L to 720L.  We have a list of suggested books for this level.  That's something that you can also use if you're sharing this report with families.  You can also use the Lexile range when the students go to the library and borrow books. 







Lexile.com
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At Lexile.com, you can work with your librarian and just find the right books. You will be able to enter the Lexile range for this student and select different genres. So, if some students prefer fiction or nonfiction or even specific topics like science, you will be able to get more books suggestions at Lexile.com.




Student Results Menu of Reports
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Up to now we were looking at Batch Download and Individual Reports. But now if you want to have your student results in the spreadsheet format, go to Student Results and you will have a list of different rosters.

We're going to start looking at the first choice, which is Student Roster. 




Student Roster Report
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The Student Roster offers 4 views:
View Included in Report

Default 4 domains: Scale Scores, PL alpha, PL numeric
Composites: Scale Scores, PL alpha, PL numeric

Full Default view + Number Correct and Percent Correct for each domain

Strands Default view + Full view + Number & Percent Correct for Academic 
Strand
Includes a link to each students’ item roster report

Download Default + Full + Strands + all student demographic information

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When you select student roster, you're going to see that your next selection is this drop down that says default, full, strands, or download.  These are different views of the same data. The default is the simplest view. It includes the 4 domains and for each domain, the report includes scale score, performance level alpha, and performance level numeric. All composite scores are also included with scale score, performance level alpha, and performance level numeric.

If you want more information, you can select the full which is the default view plus number correct and percent correct for each domain.

Then, the next level down is strands. It's the default view, plus the full view, plus the number and percent correct for academic strands.  Remember that academic strands are academic language breakdowns like English language arts, history, and social studies, and mathematics, science, and technical subjects. That's where you will see the number and percent correct for these specific categories.




Default Student Roster

• Provides a roster of students’ performance in each of the 4 domains

• Provides a hyperlink to students’ individual Student Proficiency Report

• Provides a download feature (.xlsx, .csv)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let's take a look at the Default Student Roster. In the top filters, select student roster with the default view. This is an example in the sample district. You would select your district, your exam will be your LAS Links C,D,E,F and select the assessment date of the first day of testing for this school year.

You will get all the list of your students and here you will see you Speaking Proficiency Level, Listening Proficiency Level, etc. Keep in mind that these reports are really large so you're going to have to scroll down and make sure you scroll to the right so you can see columns for Reading and Writing. 

For district users, this is where you can get this student scores at the district level. 

If you click on the hyperlink for the student’s name, you will get their Individual Student Report. You can click on columns to sort data.  You can remove columns, you can drag and drop your columns to reorder data, and you can also export to Excel - that is either XLSX or CSV format. If you export everything to Excel, it’s easy to remove columns if you don’t need them. It’s also easy to sort your students on scale score. For example, let's say you sort your students on Speaking scale score ascending. You would do that and then determine which students need the most help in this domain.  

So that's your Student Roster, default view. 




Strands Report

• Provides at-a-glance performance in the strands for each student

• Allows you to sort by performance

• Is downloadable - screen only renders up to 50 records
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now this is the strand view of the Student Roster Report. This is where you're going the breakdown of academic language.  Here, in the Speaking subject you see the percent correct in social, intercultural, instructional communication, language arts, social studies and history, and mathematics and science and technical subjects. This information is available for all subtests.  It allows you to sort by performance. It is downloadable and it only renders up to 50 records on the screen, so download and again manipulate data in Excel if want to view more than 50 students.

Note that if you do not select any filter, the first 50 students in the entire district data are listed.  You can use filters to select school or grade.
��



Reading Links Roster Report

Provides a list of 
each student’s 
Lexile Score and 
Lexile Range

Available for 
download/print to 
provide to 
stakeholders such 
as counselors, 
librarians, etc.  
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is another roster option - the Reading Links Roster. This is another report that is very interesting.  It lists all students with their Lexile score, so this is a good report to share with your librarian. When your students go to the library, the librarian can make suggestions for books based on their Lexile range.



Training Part 3:
Examining the Summary Results
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next, we’re going to look at Summary Reports. 




Summary of Skill Areas

Allows you to 
analyze 
grades as a 
whole 
throughout the 
district and/or 
school by 
school*

24*Class view is available if created ahead of reporting

Percent of students in each proficiency level for each 
domain and composite score.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This will give you a very high-level view of performance at the district level and at the school level.

For example, this report shows the breakdown of different proficiency levels. Level one is beige, then Level 2 is green, Level 3 bright green, Level 4 is light blue, and Level 5 is dark blue.  This report is a very high-level summarized view of your students’ performance for the district-level person. 

In this example, Reading, almost 33% of my students are at Level 1.  On the other hand, only 4% of students are at Level 1 in Speaking.   This helps determine that at the district level we need to focus on Reading. If you scroll down, you'll see on that the same data in table format. This report is the 10,000-foot view of the district performance.




Training Part 4: 
Examining the Longitudinal Results

(available after multiple testing events)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Longitudinal data is part 4. These reports are available when you have had multiple testing events. This is where you will be looking at year-to-year comparisons and cohorts.




Student Dashboard Report
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• Provides growth information at-a-glance for a student

• Click on any domain or composite to remove it from the graph to focus on a 
particular strand

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Under Student Results, select Student Dashboard.  You can select an individual student within a school and see last year’s results compared to this year’s results for this student.  You will see growth over time with different subtests in different colors. And so that's a good way to look at longitudinal data one student at a time.




Student Dashboard Report

Provides student comparison at the district level to other students’ performance in the 
same grade level
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
By scrolling down, you can compare your student’s performance to the district performance at this grade level. 




Cohort Comparison Reports

• Provides growth information at-a-glance for a cohort of students

• Click on any domain or composite to remove it from the graph
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Finally, this is the Cohort Comparison. Under Summary Results, select Cohort Comparison.  You can compare cohorts at the district or school level.  You are able to select a grade level and compare this year’s results to last year’s results.  This allows you to see growth information at a glance for a cohort of students. 

If this report is too busy and you just want to focus on one subtest for example, you can click on the other subtests and composite scores to eliminate them from the graph. You could also choose to look only at your individual subtest and your Overall Composite Score.





Resources and Support
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To finish, let’s review the resources and supports that are available to you. 




https://laslinks.com/connecticut-information/ 

Additional Resources
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EL/ML Growth Model
Watch the presentation at 
https://youtu.be/D9B15lCweU4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Your first resource is the Connecticut DRC LAS Links website. You can find information regarding scoring and reporting as well as proficiency definitions and descriptors.  More information on Interactive Reports is also available.  Also, this is where you will find translations of parent reports in other languages.  If you share the reports with families that do not speak English or Spanish, you can use the translation available here.

On the right, there is a CSDE video on the EL/ML Growth Model for those of you who have accountability questions.

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/ns0qCW6XvgF65Z6zs6QUKa?domain=youtu.be


Thank you!

For assistance, please contact the 

LAS Links Help Desk:

Phone: 

866.282.2250 (8:00am to 4:30pm CST)

Email:

LASLinksHelpDesk@datarecognitioncorp.com
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Finally, the DRC help desk is there to support you.  Please call them or email them if you have any technical or access issues and they will be happy to assist you.

Thank you for your time and your interest in LAS Links Interactive Reports.
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