
CSDE LAS Links Office Hours
February 3, 2022

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the second LAS Links office hours session for the 2021-22 school year.



• All attendees will be placed on mute during the 
opening presentation.

• We will monitor the chat. 
• Unanswered questions will be addressed in a follow-

up email.
• This session is being recorded and will be posted to 

the CSDE Assessment web page and the Connecticut 
DRC LAS Links Website. 

Office Hours Guidelines

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Main-Assessment/Student-Assessment
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/


Communications
All ELACs should receive the Student Assessment News, 
for critical assessment information. Register here.

Additional email communications from CSDE or DRC should be 
disseminated to appropriate staff including the District 
Administrator in TIDE (DA) and the Special Education Director.

Work with your technology staff to “allow list” 
@datarecognitioncorp.com.

For more information visit:
• CSDE English Learners (EL) Web Page
• EdSight
• Connecticut DRC LAS Links Website 
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JSWe recognize that we have repeated this information, but for folks who may be new, it is important that we stress this information.  We recommend that all ELACs register for the Student Assessment News. We expect ELACs to share the communications from the CSDE and DRC with staff, including the District Administrator for testing and Special Education Director. Remember, as the ELAC, you are our point of contact in the district!Should you miss a communication, we post all important information on the CT DRC LAS Links site, the CSDE Assessment web pages, and the updated CT Portal. Please let your IT staff know that the DRC email address, @datarecognitioncorp.com, should be on the allow list so important notices from DRC are not blocked, quarantined, or sent to the SPAM folder.

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Student-Assessment-News/Student-Assessment-News
https://cambiumast.us17.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=03bc78f25f4b8e4329a828d42&id=16cfbaab0e
mailto:contact@datarecognitioncorp.com
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/English-Learners/English-Learners
http://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do
https://laslinks.com/connecticut-information/


• Communicate with District Administrators (DA) in 
TIDE with SPED Directors and with your peers 
before, during, and after testing.

• Identify ELs who are eligible for the Alternate 
Assessment System. They will not participate in the 
for LAS Links. Be sure they are not tested.

• Clarify and enter accommodations prior to testing 
the student. Provide accommodations to eligible 
students during testing.

• Determine if a dually identified student is eligible for 
a domain exemption.

General Reminders
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JSStudents who are dually identified (both an EL and a student with disabilities) and determined by the PPT using the Connecticut Alternate Assessment Eligibility Form to participate in the Alternate Assessment System, do not participate in the LAS Links assessment for the 2021-22 school year. Incorrect participation will affect reporting and accountability.The DA and ELAC must work with appropriate school personnel to communicate that students eligible for the alternate assessment will not participate in the LAS Links testing. 



• Do not manually add students to the portal. PSIS data is 
sent to DRC from the CSDE daily. 

• Create test sessions with all four subtests in the same 
session to generate Overall scores.

• Place students in only one test session. Scores from 
multiple sessions cannot be merged.

• Ensure that the correct ticket is given to the correct 
student for each test session.

• Train all staff administering the LAS Links and be sure 
they are actively proctoring!

• Remember there is no remote testing!

General Reminders
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JSStudents who are dually identified (both an EL and a student with disabilities) and determined by the PPT using the Connecticut Alternate Assessment Eligibility Form to participate in the Alternate Assessment System, do not participate in the LAS Links assessment for the 2021-22 school year. Incorrect participation will affect reporting and accountability.The DA and ELAC must work with appropriate school personnel to communicate that students eligible for the alternate assessment will not participate in the LAS Links testing. 



• Test Window closes Friday, March 4, 2022
• Last day to request UPS return for Accommodated/Paper 

materials is Friday, February 18, 2022

• Office Hours January 12, 2022
• Chromebook magnification requirements: 

• 100 %
• [Ctrl + Shift + 0] 

• Viewing participation status
• Complete testing as soon as possible to ensure timely 

analysis of test results.

Current Reminders
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There have been a few issues we want to highlight. Districts have had difficulty moving beyond Item 24 on the Listening subtest in Grades 6-8.  We investigated and found that some staff or students may have altered the magnification settings on Chromebooks. The DRC test delivery system requires the native magnification setting of 100% to be utilized during testing. In these cases, the Chromebook magnification being set above 100% during testing causes the necessary content to drop off the bottom of the displayed screen.  The Play button to listen to the audio prompt is not visible or accessible. To avoid difficulty moving through the listening subtest, it is strongly recommended that student Chromebooks are set to the native magnification of 100% by simply pressing and holding [Ctrl + Shift + 0] just prior to opening DRC INSIGHT. 

http://laslinks.com/PDFs/2022_LAS_Links_Office_Hours_1_12_22.pdf
http://laslinks.com/PDFs/Chromebook_Magnification_Setting.pdf
https://laslinks.com/PDFs/Checking_Status_of_Testing.pdf


Critical Resources

LAS Links Portal User Guide
• Add/Edit Users
• Create Student Groups (optional for reporting at a class 

level)
• Add/Edit Student Accommodations
• Utilize the Student Status Dashboard

Test Sessions: Create View and Edit
CT LAS Links Test Administration Manual
• In-depth explanations, step-by-step online test directions, 

and accommodation guidelines

Access DRC INSIGHT Portal at https://LASLinks.drcedirect.com
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LBWe have many valuable, updated resources posted to the CSDE DRC LAS Links web site. I am going to  highlight the most relevant for this training.As I just mentioned, our LAS Links Portal User Guide provides detailed information on how to add or edit users, create student groups, add or edit student accommodations, and utilize the student status dashboard. The LAS Links ELAC Training Materials are another valuable resource. Some of the slides in this training will be posted as separate slides decks for easy access. Our LAS Links Test Administration Manual has been completely revised this year. The TAM now includes all the relevant testing information. Instead of using this PPT as a quick guide, we suggest you now access the TAM. While this PPT offers quick insight, the TAM offers more in-depth information should there be additional questions.

https://laslinks.com/PDFs/CSDE_DRC_LAS_Links_Portal_Guide.pdf
https://laslinks.com/PDFs/Test_Sessions_Create_View.pdf
http://laslinks.com/PDFs/Form_E_Test_Administration_Manual.pdf
https://laslinks.drcedirect.com/


• District PSIS manager registers the student in the CSDE 
Registration Module for their new school in the same 
district. 

• The ELAC must check the student’s profile and look for 
the existing test ticket assigned to that student and their 
test-taking status. 

• If the student has not started any testing, the student 
can be placed in a new test session at the new school 
and begin testing.

• If the student started testing, the student MUST finish 
testing with the same test ticket in that test session 
created at the previous school.

Student Mobility – Within Same District
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WITHIN the SAME DISTRICTWe all know that students will move between schools, within the same district, during the testing window.As soon as the student is registered in PSIS in the same district but in a new school, then the student is rostered in the same district but in a new school in the DRC INSIGHT Portal. The ELAC who has district permissions must check the student’s profile and look for any existing test ticket assigned to that student and their test taking status. Please note there is a lag depending on when the PSIS information is entered.  PSIS updates are regularly done by CSDE at 3 pm, Monday through Friday.  If a student is entered in the morning on a Monday, the changes will be reflected on Tuesday.  Students entered into the PSIS system after 3 pm on a weekday will not show the following day.Once the student starts testing, the student MUST finish testing all remaining subtests using the original test ticket. The test ticket should be securely provided from the original school to the new school so the student can resume testing with the original test ticket. If this does not occur, the student will not receive an Overall score and the student will not be eligible to exit EL status.If the student has not started any testing, the student can be placed in a new test session at the new school and begin testing.�Test results for the student will remain at the previous school (the one where the test session and test ticket were created) in the DRC INSIGHT Portal.Test results in EdSight follow the student not the session.



• District PSIS manager registers the new student in the 
CSDE Registration Module for their district. 

• Use ELAC Contact Information to reach original district 
first to determine the student’s testing status.

• If testing has started, the student MUST finish testing 
with the original test ticket in the same test session. 

• If the student has not started any testing, the student 
can be placed in a new test session at the new school and 
begin testing.

• The ELAC at the new district/school will not be able to 
view the test session from the previous district.

Student Mobility – To a New District

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MOVES to a NEW DISTRICTIt is very important to follow these instructions – as we’ve mentioned multiple times that we cannot merge subtests. As soon as the student is registered in the PSIS in a new district and therefore, a new school, then the student is rostered in the new district and school in the DRC INSIGHT Portal. When a student moves from one district to another, the ELAC at the new district will not be able to view the test session from the previous district.

http://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do


Results After Testing

• You will only be able to see that a student participated in 
the LAS Links test.

• There will be no On-Demand Reporting during the testing 
window.

• Reports will be available in DRC INSIGHT Interactive 
Reporting, Student Proficiency, and On-Demand Reports 
upon CSDE validation of data after the test window 
closes.

• Reports will be released in EdSight after the testing 
window closes. 
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LBDuring the test window you will only be able to see that students have participated by reviewing the Student Status Dashboard or the Daily Cumulative file mentioned in this training.We mentioned at the beginning that CSDE is testing the Form E Operational field test form this year. Because DRC psychometrics and test development team needs to conduct analysis on this test form, we are not able to make results immediately available like you have been used to. This means On-Demand Reporting will not be available throughout the test window. You will not have access to any preliminary results during the test window.Your access to On-Demand Reporting will be available at the same time as Interactive Reports and Student Proficiency (Batch Download) reports which will be after the test window closes.DRC and CSDE will be updating the Form E flyer available on the CSDE DRC LAS Links website in December to further explain the analysis that needs to be conducted and why analysis is being performed. 



CSDE Contact Information
Cristi Alberino
Education Consultant
Performance Office
860.713.6862 or 
Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov

Megan Alubicki-Flick
English Learner Consultant
Turnaround Office
860.713.6786 or 
Megan.Alubicki@ct.gov

Abe Krisst 
Bureau Chief, Student Assessment 
(860) 713-6894 or
abe.krisst@ct.gov

Janet Stuck
Special Populations Consultant
Performance Office
860.713.6837 or 
Janet.Stuck@ct.gov

Michael Sabados
Education Consultant
Performance Office
860.713.6856 or 
Michael.Sabados@ct.gov
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Here is contact information for our team at the CSDE. They are always available to answer questions!

mailto:Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
mailto:Megan.Alubicki@ct.gov
mailto:abe.krisst@ct.gov
mailto:Janet.Stuck@ct.gov
mailto:Michael.Sabados@ct.gov


DRC Contact Information

LAS Links Help Desk
866.282.2250 Option 2 (7:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. EDT) 
or LASLinksHelpDesk@datarecognitioncorp.com

LAS Links Program Manager
Bienfait, Catherine
CBienfait@DataRecognitionCorp.com

LAS Links Project Manager
John Caliendo
855.839.1181 Option 2
LASLinksPM@datarecognitioncorp.com
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We are always available to help – DRC can be contacted using the LAS Links Help Desk phone number of email address.

mailto:LASLinksHelpDesk@datarecognitioncorp.com
mailto:CBienfait@DataRecognitionCorp.com
mailto:LASLinksPM@datarecognitioncorp.com
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